Contemporary Personalities
sources of this country available for the prosec of the war. But, after all, if a Chancellor o: Exchequer does not indicate caution, and insist economy, his colleagues are unlikely, while rages, or even now when peace rages, to unde the task. Mr. McKenna brought to the disc of his duties the most conscientious energy at the natural resources of a fine business ins Even if it was unimaginative, his stewardship on balance, of immense service to the national c And then came the collapse of which I already spoken. It might have seemed* the ex-Minister in his 54th year was trying d< rather high when he attempted a career in the which lay almost wholly outside anything i previous experience. He began life as a prac banister, and continued to practise until he ei Parliament. So far as I know, the only busin financial experience which he had ever enjoye< derived from the high field of important pc which has not always proved a fruitful aven success in the City. No higher tribute could been paid to his reputation than that he s have been offered the chairmanship of the L< Joint City and Midland Bank; no higher t: can now be paid to his abilities than to recoi fact that by universal admission he has disci the duties of that high position with incomp; distinction. Indeed, from the moment th* entered the City, his prestige, which had I means been universally admitted, continuously He became recognised as one of the men who co in the City of London, not merely in virtue titular position, but of his natural or acquired qu*
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